
B A L L R O O M  D A N C E  C O M P E T I T I O N

CARNEGIE
CLASSIC

2025



Welcome to the 4th Annual
Carnegie Classic

Ballroom Dance Competition!
October 10th – 12th, 2025

Competition and Workshops:
Jared L. Cohon University Center, Rangos Ballroom

5032 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Social
Tepper Quad, Simmons Auditorium

4765 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213

WELCOME

2



Wifi: CMU-GUEST
Password: PA2786S3

Note: Please use a different email address for every device you 
use to log in, or the system will log you off on all devices.

 Go to the YouTube channel: 
CMU Ballroom Dance Team (@cmubdt)

to see a livestream of the competition!
The link to the livestream is also available on the Carnegie 

Classic Website Homepage: CarnegieClassic.com.

Welcome Dance:
Starlit Soiree

Friday, October 10th, 7pm – 10pm
Free admission for competitors

$5 admission for non-competitor students
$15 for non-competitor adults

Competition:
Free Admission for spectators

Jack and Jill (J&J)
Beginning level dances will be held during the Matinee section

before awards ceremonies (see schedule). Advanced level dances
will be held during the evening section.
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01 5:00pm - 10:00pm   
        (Optional) Early Check in, Practice    
        Space, and Changing Rooms Open
7:00pm - 10:00pm   
        Welcome Dance: Starlit Soiree

Friday,
October 10th,
2025

Matinee Section - All times approximate
7:15am
8:15am
10:00am
1:00pm
3:00pm

6:00pm
   
Evening Section: Novice, Pre-champ, Open,   
                              Advanced J&J
7:00pm - 10:00pm  

Syllabus events will run bronze/gold, newcomer/
silver. J&J events will be held before awards.
Events and times are subject to change.

9:00am - 2:15pm  
        Workshops with Steve Torres 
        and Nicole Barron Torres

SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS

02 Saturday,
October 11th,
2025

03 Sunday, 
October 12th,
2025

Smooth
Standard
Rhythm
Latin

Doors open
Smooth
Standard, J&J - Smooth and Standard
Rhythm
Latin, J&J - Rhythm, Latin, and club 
     dances
Dinner Break

Simmons
Auditorium

Rangos
Ballroom

Rangos
Ballroom4



TIME LEVEL WORKSHOPS

11:00am All Levels Smooth Arm Styling and the
Universal Frame

11:50am Intermediate Counterweight Mechanics

12:40pm All Levels Dynamic Rhythms in Foxtrot -
Side by Side Routine

1:30pm All Levels Cookies with Steve & Nicole

NUMBER OF
CLASSES STUDENTS  EVERYONE ELSE

1 $20 $40

2 $30 $60

3 $40 $75

Cookies with
Coaches FREE with other workshops! FREE with other

workshops!

WORKSHOPS
Workshops are being held on Sunday, October 12th, 2025 with Steve Torres and
Nicole Barron Torres. A variety of levels are being offered. Drop-ins are welcome for
the group lessons. The sign-up form is available on our website at
carnegieclassic.com/workshops.html or you may speak with the registration desk.

Steve Torres and Nicole Barron Torres are two-time Amateur National Smooth
Champions (2017 and 2018). In 2021, they entered the professional division.

The schedule for workshops is:

Pricing for the workshops is as follows below. All workshop payments must be settled
electronically through CMU Cashnet. See website for more detailed instructions.
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The Carnegie Mellon University Ballroom Dance Club
(CMUBDC) is both a social organization, with beginner lessons
and social dance events, and a dance school, offering
professionally-taught dance lessons in a large variety of
Ballroom and Latin dances. The club consists of Carnegie
Mellon University students (undergraduate and graduate) and
members of the Pittsburgh Community.

ABOUT THE CARNEGIE
MELLON UNIVERSITY

BALLROOM DANCE CLUB

"Building a Community of Dancers"
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People — Our club's members range from those with two
left feet (and sometimes more) to veteran dancers with
years of experience. We welcome anyone interested in
learning and having fun, including Pittsburgh area
undergraduate students, graduate students, and
professionals.

Dances — We base our lessons on the International Latin
(Cha-Cha, Rumba, Samba, Paso Doble, Jive) and Standard
(Waltz, Tango, Foxtrot, Quickstep, Viennese Waltz) dances,
but we also teach social dances like Salsa, Hustle, and Lindy
Hop, as well as American Smooth and American Rhythm
styles.

Social Events — In addition to the social dancing during our
weekly lessons, we also hold themed social dances several
times throughout the year and everyone is welcome! A
variety of music is played throughout the night. It’s a great
way to get to know the club members and dance the night
away. We also have social gatherings in and around the
greater Pittsburgh area to promote club and team bonding!

Competition Team — The competition team is a great
chance to push yourself to the next level, and to dance with
a group of talented and highly motivated people. Novice and
expert dancers are welcome, as competitions have levels
ranging from Newcomer to Champ, and you register for the
dances suitable for your level.
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SPONSORS
We would like to thank our sponsors for helping to make
this event possible!

Sponsorship Levels:

GOLD ($500-$999)
Lilac Dance Center

SILVER ($250-$499)
USA DANCE pittsburgh

demidov dance

BRONZE ($150 - $249)
Klara designs

very fine dancesport shoes
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GOLD LEVEL

9



SILVER LEVEL
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BRONZE LEVEL
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Chairman of Judges
DANA EDWARDS

Dana is a World DanceSport Federation, WDO, and
USA Dance Adjudicating Official, Invigilator,
Scrutineer, a USA Dance Chairman of Adjudicators,
She has been Chairperson of Adjudicator and
Adjudicator for Collegiate competitions since 1997.
She holds her Master degrees in Ballroom, Rhythm
and Theatre Arts with AIDA and DanceVision and her
International Latin and Ballroom license from WDSF
and ISTD. She is a retired NDCA Open Professional
competitor.

She has competed in International Latin and Standard
but found her main success as an NDCA Professional
American Smooth and American Rhythm Champion
and a Fred Astaire Professional American and
Canadian / American Smooth Champion. Top Teacher
Awards from FADS and the Arnold Sports Festival.
Dana has also worked on an animated film for the
Walt Disney Films. AIDA National Committee since
2016. 

OFFICIALS
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Judge
AMANDA WOLF

Amanda Wolf comes to us with 20 years of
experience as a ballroom dance professional. She has
competed professionally in all four ballroom dance
styles and was a finalist in both Open and Rising Star
American Rhythm and Smooth. She owns Amanda
Wolf Productions, a choreography and coaching
studio in Pittsburgh. 



Judge
DEBORAH DAVIS

Deborah Davis is the co-owner and Director of
Ballroom Break Dance Studio in Lewisberry, P.A.
Deborah has over 40 years of teaching experience,
instructing in smooth, Latin, swing, hustle, theatre arts,
ballet, and jazz, both American and International
Styles. She has worked for various cruise lines as a
guest teacher and entertainer. Deborah choreographed
and directed shows in the Catskills as well as locally.

 Deborah is certified by the world's most prestigious
professional ballroom dance organization, the
American International Dancers Association (AIDA),
formerly the U.S. Imperial Society of Teachers of Dance
(U.S.I.S.T.D), as teachers, competing professionals, and
adjudicators. Deborah is an Adjunct Faculty Member at
Penn State Harrisburg, and formerly Susquehanna
University, and HACC. Deb developed the Ballroom
Dance Programs in all 3 of these colleges. 

Scrutineer
BENJAMIN HAUT

Ben Haut earned his scrutineering licence in 2023 and
has successfully scrutineered professional, amateur,
and collegiate competitions, including USA Dance
Nationals 2024 and 2025. Ben began his ballroom
journey in 2016 as a member of The Ohio State
University’s ballroom team, with whom he competed
and served as Treasurer. During his undergraduate
studies, he also volunteered with a local studio to host
ballroom showcases and weekly social Latin dance
events. Currently, Ben is a mentor to Ohio State's
undergraduate competitors under the supervision and
guidance of their professional coach. 
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Judge
EMILY MERTENS

Emily Mertens is a DVIDA-certified instructor, studio
owner, and professional competitor. As an instructor,
she has continually ranked as a top ProAm instructor
throughout the years. Most notably, she placed first in
the Global Dancesport Series Circuit from 2019 to
2022. She is also one of only five female instructors
ever, to place as a rising star finalist in the World Pro-
Am Dancesport Series. 

Ms. Mertens loves sharing the benefits of dance with
others and advocates that it is for everyone of all levels
and ages. She supports her local community through
performances and outreach after-school programs.
Currently, she lives in Columbus, Ohio, and continues to
compete in professional American Smooth with her
partner.

Judge
FREDERIC SHIPLEY

Frederic Shipley is the co-owner and President of
Ballroom Break Dance Studio in Lewisberry, PA Fred
has over 45 years of teaching experience, instructing in
smooth, Latin, swing, hustle, theatre arts, ballet, and
jazz, both American and International Styles. He has
worked as a guest teacher and entertainer for various
cruise lines and in the Catskills.

Fred is certified by the most prestigious professional
ballroom dance organization in the world: the American
International Dancers Association (AIDA), formerly, the
U.S. Imperial Society of Teachers of Dance (U.S.I.S.T.D)
as teachers, competing professionals, and adjudicators. 
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Judge
NICOLE BARRON TORRES

Nicole Barron is a Professional Smooth and Standard
dancer who started dancing during her freshman
year at NYU. She had originally planned on joining
many activities in college, but she got hooked on
ballroom and ended up spending most of her free
time with the ballroom team. She was the president
of her team for two years and kept dancing after she
graduated college. Her and her partner Steve Torres
became two-time Amateur National Smooth
Champions in 2017 and 2018 and went pro in 2021
to test their skills out in the pro field. She’s looking
forward to judging at CMU this year! 

Judge
STEVE TORRES

Steve Torres dances Smooth and Standard with
Nicole Barron in the professional division. He started
ballroom as a freshman at Indiana University where
he studied piano performance and marketing. After
graduating, he moved to New York and went on to
win the National Amateur Championship two times
in Smooth and become a finalist in competitions
across the country. He also did very poorly in many
competitions, but hey who didn’t. In his regular life,
Steve works in advertising as an Art Director, where
he comes up with ideas for ads and commercials.
When you see him, say hi! 
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Judge
RUSLAN WILDER

Judge
KATUSHA WILDER
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Ruslan Wilder began his dance career at 6 in St.
Petersburg, Russia, gaining prominence as an
amateur before moving to the United States in
1997. After marrying Katusha Wilder in 2002,
they both continued to excel in DanceSport,
securing numerous top titles internationally,
including roles as U.S. Representatives at World
Professional International Standard and 10
Dance Championships, and as finalists in both
World Professional 10 Dance and U.S.
Professional Rising Star Standard competitions.
Ruslan and Katusha have performed for
celebrities and at significant events such as
Capezio’s 125th Anniversary Show, and have
appeared on major TV networks. They also own
Championship Dance Camps and organize the
annual Independence Day Ball Dance Camp in
Washington, DC. After a break, they returned to
competition in 2016, participating in the Austrian
Open Championships and the WDSF PD Latin
World Championship. 

Katusha Wilder started dancing at the age of 7 in
St. Petersburg, Russia. After getting married to
Ruslan Wilder in 2002, the couple continued
their dance career together. Since then, they have
acquired many various top titles in the United
States and around the world in the DanceSport
industry. Some of these titles include 2012 U.S.
Representatives to the World in the Professional
International Standard (Ballroom)
Championships, U.S. Representatives to the
World in the Professional 10 Dance
Championships, World Professional 10 Dance
Championship Finalists, and U.S. Professional
Rising Star Standard Finalists.



DJ
DAVID HO

Currently DJing at: 
Starlight Dance Center, Nutley NJ - resident DJ for
weekly Friday night socials, bi-annual student
showcases 
Danznik Studios, Westchester NY - resident DJ for tri-
annual student showcases 
Danznik Studios, NYC - resident DJ for Latin practice
rounds 
Le Pari Dance Center, Scotch Plains NJ - Saturday
night socials 
Left Side Leading, KTown Dance Studio NYC -
Sunday afternoon Tea Dance 
Fred Astaire, Warren NJ - monthly themed socials,
Rhythm and Smooth practice rounds
Fred Astaire, Bardonia NY - student showcase events 
Vitti's Dance Studio, Danbury CT - Saturday night
socials 
Staten Island Ballroom Dancers Dinner Dance 
NY Hustle Congress - Saturday competition session 
NJ Hustle Congress - Saturday competition session 

Collegiate Competitions: 
CMU Carnegie Classic 
RPI 
Tufts Comp 
Harvard Beginners 
SUNY Stony Brook East Coast Fireball 
UMass Minuteman Dancesport Classic

Ricky started as a choir kid in middle school loving
musicals and tap dancing. After failing to join an
acapella group in college, he made a friend who
dragged him to Ballroom at Maryland. Over the course
of his dancing journey, Ricky organized DCDI for ten
years and Dance Legends for three. Now Ricky
continues to MC events like DCDI, USA Dance
Nationals, the MAC, and KCDC. On occasion, you can
even find him dabbling as a scrutineer or chair of judges
at a local DC amateur judged competition. 

Master of Ceremonies (MC)
RICHARD SEMLITZ
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LET'S STAY IN TOUCH

Email: cmuclassic@gmail.com
Instagram: @carnegieclassic
Facebook: Carnegie Classic
Competition CARNEGIECLASSIC.COM

The Carnegie Mellon Ballroom Dance Club
would like to thank all of our friends, families,

guests, and officials for attending today.
Please join us next year for the 5th Annual

Carnegie Classic Ballroom Competition!

- THANK YOU -


